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General Information

We hope everyone is ready for a fun and exciting year in first grade.  We are so excited to be able to work with you and your child.  We can’t wait to get started!  The most important way we can communicate with each other is by using the Cornell Elementary Yellow Folder.  Your child will be bringing home this folder each day.  The folder will contain notes, homework tasks, and many other valuable pieces of information.  Please look at this folder daily.  We will be checking the yellow folder each morning so if you want to send a note, lunch money, book orders, etc.  We will be sure to get them.
Homework

In first grade students are expected to work about 20 minutes daily on their homework.  We know schedules at home are busy; however, it is important that your child develops good study habits.  

Reading/Word Sorts 

Reading is our business in first grade.  First grade is the foundation that all the other grades will be built on.  Please have your child read fifteen minutes to you at least 5 nights a week.  This could include word sort activities, high frequency words, books that are sent home from school, or books at home.  

Math 

Math is important as well.  You were asked to purchase math flashcards.  Please practice the math facts with your child.  With the first grade math series sometimes fun math games will be sent home throughout the school year.  Those games can be used instead of flashcards.  

Daily Work and Weekly Test

We will correct and send home papers the same day they were completed by the students.  That way we will know instantly if your child mastered the concept that was presented.  
Newsletter

We will be writing a weekly newsletter to keep you informed on what we have been doing that week. The similar newsletter will be found on the school web site.  Just go to the Cornell School Home Page http://www.cornell.k12.wi.us/, click on Staff, then click on Instructor Sites, finally click on Ms. Amdahl and Mrs. Alix. The first grade newsletter will show up.  You will also find our current schedule, homework information, and much more on our web site. 

Scholastic Book Orders

Occasionally we will send home Scholastic book order forms.  We will accept CHECKS ONLY made payable to Scholastic Book Clubs, OR you can go on line and order directly from Scholastic. The information will be provided with the current book order.  If you wish to order, please enclose the order form with your child’s name along with a check.  As a classroom we receive valuable bonus points and free books for orders placed online.  These bonus points can be used to purchase CD’s and other books for our classroom.

Curriculum Outline for First Grade
Reading/ Language Arts

Our reading program is entitled, “Good Habits, Great Readers.” The program is divided into two parts.  The first part will consist of teacher directed shared reading, word work, word sorts, and writing.
The second part of our reading schedule will consist of guided reading with word sorts, writing and the Daily 5. 

There will be many different books and words sorts coming home for reading practice each day.  Here is an explanation of what types of books and word sorts that will be coming home as assigned homework.

Words Their Way: Word Study Program: The program is the sort, or the process of grouping sounds and words that represent words into specific categories.  Each sort is designed to be completed in a week.  Individual instruction will follow each word sort.
Guided Reading Leveled Books: Each day students will be meeting in small groups with the teacher.  In these groups students will be reading material that is specific to their reading level.  The purpose of guided reading is to challenge students that may be at a higher reading level, while also providing at level instruction and materials to those who may find reading challenging.   The neat thing about guided reading is that every child finds success in reading!!!!!!  With success comes the enjoyment of reading!!!!!  
Leveled Reading Books:  Every other day students will be checking out a book at their specific reading level.  These books need to be returned daily.  These books have letters and numbers on them. (B1, C1, D1, etc.)  At the end of first grade, a student should have reached reading level I/J.  These books can count for the 10 minute reading homework.  After your child has read to you, please initial the “reading log.”
RAZ Reading Books: Students may select a picture book, fiction book, or non-fiction book at reading level.  The child will read the book he/she chooses and will take a test on comprehension. The computer keeps track of every test the child takes and assigns a score.  

Math Investigations:

There are 8 units in the Math Investigations curriculum:

Unit 1 – Building Numbers and Solving Story Problems
Unit 2 – Comparing and Combining Shapes (2-D Geometry)
Unit 3 – How Many of Each? How Many in All?
Unit 4 – Fish Lengths and Fraction Rugs
Unit 5 – Number Games and Crayon Puzzles
Unit 6 - Would You Rather Be An Eagle or A Whale? (Modeling with Data)
Unit 7 – How Many Tens? How Many Ones?
Unit 8 – Blocks and Buildings
Social Studies:

There are 6 units in the Social Studies curriculum:
Unit 1 – Time for School

Unit 2 – In My Community

Unit 3 - Work! Work! Work!

Unit 4 – Our Earth, Our Resources

Unit 5 – This Is Our Country
Unit 6 – Our Country, Our World

Health/Science
Introduction: A. Your Health Skills

                      B. The Amazing Human Body

Unit 1 – My Feelings and Me

Unit 2 – My Senses Help Me Grow

Unit 3 – My Teeth

Unit 4 – Taking Care of My Body

Unit 5 – Wonderful Food

Unit 6 – Staying Well

Unit 7 – About Medicines and Drugs

Unit 8 – Being Safe

Unit 9 – Keeping My Neighborhood Healthy
Cornell Elementary First Grade Goals

Reading Goals:
1.  Recognize High Frequency and Dolch words
2.  Recognize a variety of vocabulary words
3.  Apply phonetic skills (vowel sounds, consonant sounds, etc.)

4.  Master fluent oral reading

5.  Master independent reading

6.  Demonstrate the use of effective reading strategies (predict, decoding, clarify, ask questions, evaluate, and summarize) 

7.  Identifies story elements (characters, setting, point of view, purpose, problems, and solutions)
8.  Demonstrates understanding of what is read (comprehension)

Writing /Language Goals:
1.  Writes legibly

2.  Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

3.  Expresses ideas clearly when writing and speaking

4.  Writes in complete sentences 
Spelling Goals:
1.  Student understands that spelling is listening for sounds in words. They will use this knowledge of letter sounds and combinations of letter sounds to spell the word correctly.

 2.  Apply spelling skills to written daily work

Math Goals:
1.  Identify and write numbers to 120
2.  Demonstrate counting skills including skip counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s to 120

3.  Know addition and subtraction facts to 15

4.  Collect, organize, analyzes, and explain data using graphs, tables and charts

5.  Understand and use place value concepts

6.  Demonstrate an understanding of measurement

7.  Identify and classify geometric figures

8. Identify time to the nearest hour and half hour

Social Science Goals
1.  Understands concepts/skills

2.  Participate in activities and discussions

3.  Complete all assignments and projects

